2% 
* 
$4 
** 
* 
. 
7 
* 


By one of the People called eee 


AN 


EXAMINATION 


OF A 


DiscouRsE or SER MON 
Publiſhed by 


DANIEL DOBEL 
of Cranbrook in Kent, 


On the SuBJjecT of ' 


WATER- BAPTISM. 


With 3 on his Preface to the ſame, 


— 


nns 


He that is firſt in his own Cauſe ſeemeth juſt, but bis 
Neighbour com:th and ſearcheth him, Prov. xvili. 17. 


— — 


LONDON: 


Printed and Sold by T. SowLE RAYLTON and 
Luxe HiwnDE, at the Bible in George Jara, 


Lombard- Street, MpccxLiv, 


Price Four-pence ] 


( iii 


T1 H E 


PREFACE 


Friendly Reader ! 


7 ſabmit to thy Peruſal the following Pages with. 
out much Preamble : They are occafioned by the 
Preface t 4 Diſcourſe lately publiſhed on the 
Subject of Water-Baptiſm, by one Daniel Dobel, 
a Preacher among the Baptiſts af Cranbrook 
in Kent: An Author who ſeems to have kept 
his Work by him a conſiderable Time unpub- 
Lib d, for want of a Reaſon 70 give the World 
why it ſhould be made publick at all, At 
length, full of himſelf, and opinionated of his own 
Performance, rather than it ſhould he longer 
dormant, he pretends Occaſion where none was 
intended for its Publication, As be has in- 
troduced that Pretence by miſrepreſenting Matters 
4 2 in 


(iy) 
in his Preface, I have thought proper to ſhew 
wherein he has done it: And as he has offer'd 

bis Diſcourſe to the ſerious Conſideration of the 
nn People called Quakers, as One of them, I have 
thought meet to make fome Obſervations there- 
upon : In the Peruſal of which, if thou ſhalt 
find any thing conducive to thy Benefit or In- 


formation, my End in publiſhing it will be 
ſo far anſwered, who an 


Thy real Chriſtian Friend 


J. B. 
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A N 
EXAMINATION 


DANIEL DostL's Diſcourſe 
O N 


WATER-BAPTISM. 


1 making mine Obſervations on the Pamphlet 


now before me, I ſhall follow the Author in 
his own Method, by conſidering, jir/t, his 
Preface, and afterwards, the Diſcourle it ſelt. 


His Preface begins thus, When I firſt offer'd 
c this Diſcourſe, of which the following is the Sub- 
% ſtance ; I had not any Thoughts that I ſhould 
«© commit it to the Preſs ; neither had I any Notes 
<« to help me in compiling it for Print, it being not 
c my Method to make Uſe of any; therefore J do 
c not pretend *tis exactly the ſame tor Words, tho? 
<< I believe there is no material Difference, only. 
& ſome ſhort Additions.” 


Anſw. It ſeems, he once preach'd a Sermon, 
tho? he neither tells /hen nor Where, ſomewhat like 
this Diſcourſe, but not the ſame : His acknowledged 
Additions ſhew that, which, tho' he calls Hort, no 
Man elſe can tell how long: Some Omiſſions too, ” 
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muſt admit, may have been, or his Memory will ap- 
pear very extraordinary, Wherefore his Publiſhing 
this Performance, under the Name of a Sermon 
preached without Notes, ſeems to proceed from his 
Ambition of appearing a Man of fine Parts, and a 
Preacher extempore, of what indeed he has com- 
poſed with Pains and Premeditation. Plain Truth 
would have become him better than fuch Pretences, 


The Occaſion he aſſigns for publiſhing his Diſ- 
courſe is alſo feigned, ſome Part of his Manuſcript 
having been ſeen long before that Occaſion hap- 
pened: Nor was there really ſuch Occaſion given as 
ne pretends, when he ſays, 


Preface Pag. 3. In October 1741, I was at 
a Funeral of one of the People called Quakers — 
« at the folemnizing of whoſe Funeral there was a 
& great deal of good Advice offer'd to the Com- 
* pany by ſeveral Perſons, very ſuitable to the 
© Occaſion : But amongſt other Things, one of 
ce them declared againſt Mater Baptiſm, or any Ex- 
« ternal Ordinances to be obſerved under the Goſpel 
«« Diſpenſation ; and to this Controverly he gave a 
„ publick Challenge, even to all, both learned 
and unlearned ; at the hearing of which, I was 
„ {omewhat ſurprized, and do conclude it was not 
a prudent Step, eſpecially at ſuch a Time: How- 
ever I was reſolved to accept of the Challenge.” 


Anſs. That there was ſuch a Funeral, and that 
Daniel Dobel was at it, is admitted; alſo that good 
Advice was there offer'd to the Company is grant- 
ed; ſome of which Advice was, ** That People 
d <would beware of refling in a bare Form of Religion, 
& it being palſible to be very exact in the Obſervation of 
« Rites and Performance of Ceremonies, and yet be 
«© Strangers to the Life and Power of Godlineſs." 

\ heretore 
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Wherefore thoſe Preachers did preſs their Hearers 
to Labour after the Knowledge of the Imward and Spiri- 
tual Baptiſm, which purifies the Heart, and is the 
ONE BAPTISM joined by the Apoſtle with One LORD 
and Ox E FaiTH : Which is indeed truly ſaving, but 
the Outward Baptiſm with Water was not ſaving, and 
therefore not the Baptiſm of Chriſt. And One of thoſe 
Preachers, {peaking ſomewhat earneſtly on this Sub- 
ject, expreſt theſe Words, viz. ** I dare challenge 
« all the learned Rabbies on Earth to prove that 
« ater-Baptiſi is efficacious to Salvation.” Theſe 
were the 2uyakers real Words, which, as then gene- 
rally expreſſed, did not carry with them the Ap- 
pearance of a Challenge to any perſonal or particu- 
lar Diſputation 3 nor did the Perſon, who expreſt 
them, deſire any Debate or Controverſy in the Caſe, 
for he very well knows, that the World is already 
too full of Controverſy about Things which profic 
not : Nor indeed did other Perſons, who were pre- 
ſent at the ſaid Funeral, take the Words ſpoken in 


any ſuch Senſe, as may appear by the following 
Certificate, viz. - 


„ We whoſe Names are hereunto ſubſcribed, 
& having been preſent at the Funeral, mentioned 
« in the Preface to a Sermon lately publiſhed by 
„ Daniel Dobel, do hereby certify, that to the 
<< beſt of our Knowledge and Remembrance, the 
« Words then ſpoken by One of the Qyakers who 
<& preached there, and which the ſaid Daniel Dobel 
« calls a Challenge, were no other than what are 
« related in the foregoing Account of them, vz. 
« [1 dare challenge ail the learned Rabbies on Earth to 
«© prove that Water-Baptiſm is efficacious to Salva- 
« tion :“ Which Words ſeemed to us no more than 
< the ſaid Preacher's earneſt Aſſertion of the Matter 
« he was ſpeaking of, nor did we underſtand the 
£* ſame as any intended Provocation or Challenge 


cc to 


2 . © Ba 
= — J "I * 
— 3 


* „ * a a Eu * * a wo” a — — hee” * * — 
5 — ARS --- Fo dr Boe, 8 — ot _ — 
4 — — 22 


(97 
© to a Diſpute on that Point: And, we apprehend, 
& that the ſaid Daniel Dobel's profeſſing to take 
« them in that Senſe, proceeded from his own For- 
„ Wwardneſs to engage in Talk, and his Deſire of 
« an Opportunity to publiſh his Sermon in Print. 
« Witneſs our Hands this third Day of the Month 
« called OFober, 1743.” 


Sherlock Thorp, Samuel Baker, 
John Pay, Henry Sims. 


"Tis alio obſervable, that this Author hath by 
feveral Ways perverted the plain Senſe of the 
Words ſpoken ; ior the Words themſelves being 
only relative to //ater-Baptiſm, he has added other 
Words of his own, viz. or any external Ordinances to 
be obſerved under the Goſpel Diſpenſation: An Ad- 
dition not only unjuſt, but inconſiſtent with the 
Dnaker's Practice at that very Time, he being then 
exerciſed in Preaching, which he owns to be an Ex- 
ternal Ordinance to be obſerved under the Goſpel Di/- 
penſation: He was alſo at that Time aſſembled with 
his Friends tor the Performance of Religious Wor— 
ſhip, which Act ol ſo Aﬀembling, he allo acknow- 
ledges to be an External Ordinance to be obſerved un- 
der the Goſpel Diſpenſation. So that the Quaker”s 
known Practice is ſuch, as admits not the Uſe of 
any ſuch Expreſſion as in this Caſe Daniel Dobel 
hath invented and added to his Words, 


2d. By adding to what he calls a Challenge the 
Word Unlearned, he has perverted the plain Senſe 
to make the Expreſſion fit his Purpoſe, for as the 
Words expreſſed were the Learned Rabbies, twould 
have been ridiculous in a Man of his Size for Learn- 
ing to have claimed any Concern therein. 


3d. By 


('9) 
zd. By uſing the Term his Controverſy, to ſig- 


nifty not only the Subject of Water-Baptiſm, but to 
inciude allo his own Addition of other Terms. 


4th. By ſaying, „Ile gave a publick Chal. 
de lenge,” when as the Perſon Preaching bad no 
Intention of raiſing any Debate or Controverſy 
at all. 


And indeed, no Controverſy had probably been 
on this Occaſion, had not Daniel Dobel's Itch of 
appearing in Print prompted him to Jay hold on 
any Pretence for fo doing; for when he had been 
at the Funeral he mentions, and after the Evening's 
Converſation he ſpeaks of, he told one or more of 
his Acquaintance, that he < world make uſe of that as 
an Opportunity lo introduce what he had written : And 
when it was anſwered, [Je could not fairly do that, 
he reply'd, I il! d it: This is aſſerted by one 
that had it from his Friend's own Mouth, 


His Pretence of a Challenge, as the Occaſion of 
his Conference with the Qllaler, ſeems confuted by 
himſelf, when he aſſigns another Occaſion long be- 
fore, ** We had, ſay ays he, concluded at Canterbury 
« ſome Years ago to have Diſcourſe on this Sub- 
« ject.” 'Tis true, that he had formerly at Can- 
terbury diſcourſed with the ſame Quaker on the Sub- 
ject of Mater-Baptiſin, and in that Conference did 
acknowledge that Water- Baptiſm was not ſavings A 
Conceſſion at which he atterwards expreſſed ſome 
Uneaſineſs, and ſignified to ſome of his Acquain- 
rance, that the Qęaler was too hard for him: So 
that the real Cauſe of his ſeeking another Conter- 
ence with the Quaker probably was, to try whe- 
ther he could gain any Advantage to retrieve his 
Lots at C anterbury. | 
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(10) 
The Account he gives of the Conference is not 


candid, for he has not fairly ſtated either the 


Puaker's Queſtions, or his own Anſwers: However, 
he goes on, and ſays, 


Preface, pag. 4, 5. My Antagoniſt was ſtil 
full of Queſtions, ſuch as thele, Whether ater. 
Baptiſm could fave Men ? And whether Perſons 
might not come under Mater-Baptiſm, and other 
External Forms, and yet be in a bad State ? And, 
whether there might not be a great many that 
would be happy in another World, and yet be 
ſuch as never were Baptized with Water? To 
all which, /ays he, I anſwered to this Purpoſe, 
« That as to the Firſt, I ſaid, I did not believe Bap- 
« tiſm of ir ſelf could fave Men; but yet I did 

take it to be an Appointment of God, and as 
fuch it was a Way or Means leading to that 
End: And, as to the Second, I ſaid, I did think, 
that there was many that paſſed under the Ex- 
ternals of Religion, and yet were in a very bad 
Condition, and I inſtanced the Caſe of Simon 
« Magus: And, as to the Third, I told him, that 
eit was not my Buſineſs to judge, but yer my 
« Charity led me to think, that there might and 


« would be many happy hereafter, that never 
were baptized with Water,” 


c 


TT. 
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He ſeems offended, pig. 5, that from his An- 
ſwers *twas interred, that * he had given away his 
« Cauſe,” and yet that Inference appears but juſt ; 
for ſince by Baptiſm, he muſt mean Water-Bap- 
ti/m, his acknowledging that it cannot ſave Men; 
that thoſe who paſs under it may yet be in a very 
bad Condition; and that thoſe who have it not, may 
nevertheleſs be happy hereafter, is in Effect a giving 
up his Cauſe, which was to prove Water- Baptiſm 
Fificacious to Salvation, by granting the very Con- 
trary. His ſaying, I did take it (Water-Baptiſm) 

© tg 
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& to be an Appointment of God,” is no more than 
he might have {aid of Circumciſion , tor that allo 
was of God's Appointment : Yet, as Circumciſiou, 
ſo Water-Baptiſm, was but Temporary, as all 
the legal Rites among the Fewws were, and therefore 
not to be perpetuated under the Goſpel Diſpenſa- 
tion. 

Preface, pag. 5. © I defired I might lay down 
+ my Argument for Water- Baptiſm, and that he 
& would give me a direct Anſwer ; upon which he 
« ſeemed content: Accordingly I went on untill I 
& had done without Interruption.” 


This ſhews a great deal of Patience and Conde- 
ſcenſion in the Perſons preſent, who could bear 
with the long Diſcourſe of a Man fo talkative. 


C He indeed told me, (adds the Relater) that he 
had not well enough conſidered the Text on which 
« I grounded my Argument, to give an Anſwer 
© to it immediately: I told him, if he pleaſed ! 
„ would look it; but he ſaid, It would be to little 


« Purpole, for he perceived we ſhould not under- 
& ſtand it alike.” 


c 


* 


Anſev. When Daniel had ended his Talk, he 
urged the Quaker to give his Judgment on what 
he had been ſaying, but the nal ter declined it, 
and having no Inclination to enter into Argument 
again at that Time, modeſtly replied, I have not 
fo conſidered the Text thou haſt mentioned, as 10 give 
thee much Anſwer to it at preſent, 


The Subſtance of the Argument he talks ſo 
much of, ſeems to be contained in what follows, viz. 


Preface, pag. 5, 6. *©* I told him, that it was 
% yery evident, that the Apoſtle, who was then 
B 2 & under 
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c under the immediate Influence of the Spirit of 
« God, did in that Paſſage recommend to the 
% Heart-prick*d Jes, two Puties, viz, Repentance 
and Baptiſm, and annexed two Promiſes as En- 
*« couragements to engage them to the Practice 
« thereof, which were, "the Remiſſion of Sin, and 
the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt ; and that the Baptiſm 
« there recommended by the Spirit of God, was 
e diſtinguiſh'd trom the Baptiſm or Gift of the Holy 
« Ghoſt, and that therefore it was the Baptiſm of 
„Water there intended. Als ii. 38.” 


Anſco. The Words of that Text are, Then Peter 
ſaid unto them, Repent and be baptized every one of 
on in the Name of Jeſus Cbriſt, for the Remiſſion of 
Sins, and ye fall receive the Gift of the Holy Ghoſs. 
This Text makes no Mention at all of Water, 
nor does the Context neceſſarily infer it. The 
Word, Repent, denotes a Sorrow of Heart; and the 
W ords, be Baptized, may denote the purifying or 
cleanſing of the Heart, whereby it is effectually 
converted or turned to the Lord : Now thoſe who 
are thus purified or cleanſed, and their Hearts 
cHectually converted or turned to the Lord, are 
ficly prepared and qualified to receive the Gift cf 
the Holy Ghoſt. And to put this Matter out of all 
Doubt, the ſame Apoſtle Peter in the next Chap— 
ter, Verſe 19. thus explains his own Meaning, 
ſaying there, Refent He therefore and be con- 
wverted, that your Sins may be olotted out, when 
(0 Times of Rifreſping (pail come from the Preſence 
” the Lord. And what are the Times of Refreſhing 
bac the Times of Receiving the Gift of the Holy Spi- 
ric? Ina Word, theſe two Texts vary in Terms, but 
have one and the ſame Meaning. Let therefore 
the Apoſtle's own Conſtruction of the W 'ords, be 
Bapized, take Place, and inſtead thereof read, Be 
converted, as in the parallel Text is expreſſed, and 
the 
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the Relater's Triumph upon this Text will be 
found of no Force. 


The Relater again pag, 6. repeats his Miſrepre- 
ſentation of what he calls the Quakers Challenge, 
meerly for a Cover to his own inſolent Boaſting 
in ſaying, © I Challenge all the Qu AK ERS, Words, 
which, as they mention not what he challenges 
them to do, are only expreſſive of his own Weak- 
neſs and Vain- Glory. 


He gives allo, pag. 6. an artful! Turn to his 
Story, apt to deceive his Reader into an Opinion 
that the Praker prompted him to appear in Print; 
whereas it was his own Say ing firſt, that he had 
Thoughts of Printing ſomewhat on the Subject 
diſcours*'d of, which cauſed the Quaker to reply, 
1f thou doſt, I doubt not but thou wilt be anſwered. 


His Profeſſion of Writing „ with a Chriſtian 
“ Spirit,” and of a “ Concern for the Religious 
« Welfare of the Quakers,” I think to be but Words. 


Hitherto the Relater has endeavoured to miſlead 
his Readers, but toward the Concluſion of his Pre- 
face has miſled himſelf, when he calls Hilliam Dell 
an eminent Quader, who indeed never was one cal- 
led a Quaker ; but being a ſincere Enquirer after 
Truth, and, as he declares concerning himſelf, 
« refolved to lay down whatſoever he had before 
« entertained touching this Point, (viz. the Doc- 
« trine of Baptiſms) and to come to the plain and 
„ manifeſt Scriptures, and from thence (after 
much ſeeking God) to learn whatſoever the Lord 
© ſhould be pleaſed to teach him, chuſing rather 
& to build on the clear Word throughout, than 
e cn any uncertain Inferences and blind Conjectures 
* of Men,” he became enabled to ae 50 

rut 
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Truth in this Point, and to explain the Do&rine 
of Baptiſms with a convincing Evidence and Clear— 
neſs: That his Sentiments in this Caſe were the 
fame with thoſe of the Duakers, hath fo hap- 
pened, by his and their Enquiries being alike 
regulated by the Teſtimony of the Holy Scrip- 


tures, and the Illumination of the Holy Spirit by 
which they were dictated. 


So that this Anthor's Recommendation of il. 
liam Dell's Advice to the Quakers is ſuperfluous, 
they having been always in the Practice of it. 
And *tis a Confirmation of their Doctrine in this 
Point, that ſo enlightened a Man, not of their 
Pertwaſion in other Matters, has born ſo clear a 
Teſtimony thereunto, 


Having thus gone through the Relater's Preface, 
and as I ſuppole, ſufficiently diſcovered his De- 
ſign therein, we are next to confider the Diſcourſe 
or Sermon it ſelf, which he makes on 


LVU XE XXiv. 49. 


And behold J ſend the Promiſe of my Father upon 
wvou But tarry ye in the City of Jeruſalem, 
until ye be endued with Power from on high, 


N his Diſcourſe upon this Text he undertakes 
to maniteſt, that Yater-Baptiſm is an Ordinance 

of the Goſpe! Church. In order to which, *tis ob- 
{ervable, that he makes Choice of a Text which has 
not any Relation to his Subject, and wherein 
nothing is either mentioned or intended concerning 
I ater-Baptiſm. His Reaſon for that Choice we ſee 
not, unleſs perhaps his Ambition was, that the Proof 
ot his Point might not depend on the Text, but on 
lis 
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his own Abilities, which, we ſuppoſe, no Man 
values more than he that has them. 


His Sermon begins thus, „The Knowledge of 
the Will of God and our Duty, is certainly a 


Matter of Moment to all, and eſpecially to Us, 


whom he hath been gra ciouſly pleaſed to favour 
« with the Means of attaining . 


4 


4 


— 


cc 


In this he repreſents the Knowledge of God's 
Will and our Duty, as a Matter of Univerjal Con— 
cern, but reſtricts the Means of attaining 1 
Knowledge as a peculiar Favour granted on! 
ſome, whom he diſtinguiſnes by the Word, Us, to in- 
clude himſelf among The Favourites. Does the Man 
indeed think that the Knowledge of Univerſal Dut 
is not univerſally communicated ? Or will he, in 
Defiance of Holy Scripture, repreſent God as 
a ReſpeFer of Perſons, granting to ſome, and with- 
holding from others, the Means of knowing their 
Duty? Thus in his firſt ſetting out he expreſſes the 
Narrowneſs and Partiality of his Sentiments, and 
pl ainly ſhews that his Judgment is not directed by 
the Influence of that Univer/a! Charity, which the 
Spirit of true Chriſtianity inſpires, and which the 
Goſpel of Chriſt exhibits to al! Mankind. 


His next Attempt is to deſcribe two Setts of 
Duties, viz. Moral Duties, and Po/itive Duties. His 
Words are It's Matter of Moment to us not onl 
© ro acquaint ourſelves with the Moral Duties, 
„ but thoſe of a Poſitive Nature alſo.” Theſe 
Terms of Diſtinction he found not in the New- 
Teitament ; they are either of his own Coining or 
borrowecl of other Men, Had the Diſtinction it og 
been a Doctrine of Chriſtianity, he might have ex 
Preſſed it in plain Scripture W ords, which are ever 
tufficient for that Purpoſe ; but *tis a Sign that for- 

ward Men are obtruding upon others their own 


Erronecus 
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Erroneous Notions, when they are oblig'd to invent 
Terms to utter them in. 


He acknowledges, that *tis “ not to be know 
« by the Light of Nature or Reaſon of Mankind. 
« that aber. Baptiſm is a Duty under this Difpen- 
« fation.” 


In this he either underſtands not what he ſays, 
or gives up his Cauſe; for, whatſoever is a Duty, 
may be known by the Reaſon of Mankind to be fo. 
Divine Revelation it ſelf is a Diſcovery made by 
the Spirit of God to the Reaſon of Man: Revealed 
Duty is that which is ſo made known to the Reaſon 
of Man to be his Duty. And it would perhaps 
puzzle a wiſer Man than this Sermon- Writer, to 
demonſtrate, how any Thing can be a Man's Duty. 
which is not diſcoverable to his Reaſen to be ſo: 
Till he does that, we muſt think him raſh and una- 
viſed in thus plunging himſelf beyond his Depth. 


He talks of “ the Doctrine and Practice of Chriſt 
« and his inſpired Apoſtles,” but proves not that 
Chriſt either taught or practiſed Y/ater-Baptiſm ;, 
and if he will perſiſt to urge the Practice of the 
Apoltles, who were Jes, as a Pattern for Chriſ- 
ſtian Imitation, he may, by the ſame Way of Rea- 
ſoning, prove Circumciſion, Purification, Shaving of 
the Head, Anointing with Oyl, and other Fewi/h 
Rites by them practiſed, to be Goſpel! Ordinances, as 
well as WFater- Baptiſm. 


* There is indeed, (ſays he, pag. 9, 10.) in our 
« Day, much Controverly concerning this Point ; 
“ ſome about the Subject and Mode of /Yater- Bay. 
« iſm ; others deny it to be a Goſpet Ordinance.” 


This 
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This Controverſy, as we apprehend, hath arifen 
from the unreaſonable Warmth of Ignorant and 
Conceited Men, who neither knowing the Gel, 
nor the Power of God, have greatly erred, buſy ing 
and bewildering themſelves about the Practice of 
Forms and Ceremonies not required at their Hands, 
while the Truth and Subſtance of Reiigion hath been 
too little regarded, 'I he Variety of Opinions both 
about the Mode and Subjects of F/ater-Baptiſm, 
ſufficiently ſhew, that it is not a Doctrine clearly 
revealed, much lels a Chriſtian Duty. 


« What a deplorable Thing it is, (ſays ® One) to 
£ conſider the Contuſions that are among thoſe 
who think Chriſtianity as it were caſhiered, if 
«© the Ceremony of Water Baptiſm be laid aſide? 
Some ſprinkle, others pour, and a third dip or 
„ plunge: Thus they differ about the Mode of 
% Baptiſm: And then for the Subjects the Contention 
is no leſs: Some pleacing for Infants, and adult 
„ Perſons allo, if not admitted to Water in their 
„ Infancy : Others for adult Perſons only upon 
& Profefſion of their Faith. Then for Rites or 
„ Utages either preceding, accompanying, or con- 
« {equential to it, they are very much divided. 
„Tze Jacobites in Syria, Cyprus, Meſopetamia, 
% Babylon, and Paleſtine, Sign their Children be- 
% fore Bapliſm, many in the Face, ſome in the 
« Arm, with the Sign of the Croſs imprinted with a 
Burning Iron. Breerwood's Enquiries pag. 183. 
«© The Papilts uſe the Sign of the Croſs, Goflips, 
Cream, Salt, Spittle, Zphphathas, Inſufflations, 
« in their Baptiſm: The Church of England, fo 
called, uſes the Croſs and Goſſips ; the Baptiſts 
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* Rickard Claridge ( {ormerly 4 noted Teacher amorg the Ba p- 
tiſts.) See his Life and Poſthumous Works, pag. 352, 352. print» 
ed in the Year 1726. 
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and Independents neither. The FJacobites and 
Cophti uſe Circumciſion, the former, of both Sex- 
es, bid. The latter give inferior Orders under 
Prieſthood to Infants preſently after Bap- 
te tiſm. Breerwood, pag. 157. The Papifts and Na- 
ce tional Church ule Confirmation: Some Baptiſts, 
« Impolition of Hands, and others not, upon thoſe 
ce that are baptized.” 


** 
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From this Variety of Opinions about Water-Bap- 
tim, and the like about the Outward Supper, he 
juitly obſerves, that, „ Theſe Diverſities of Opin- 
«K jons, Modes, Ceremonies and Geſtures, have 
« ſadly divided Chriſtendom, and begat ſuch 
« violent Contentions, Feuds and Animoſities, 
„ which have not been ſatisfied in ſome without 
++ Goals and Dungeons, and in others without Fire 
and Faggot. So the Spiritual Baptiſm and Supper 
have been neglected, to the great Reproach and 
% Infamy of the Chriſtian Religion, the lean-fleſhed 
« Kine, as in Pharaob's Dream, have eaten up the 
„ fat, and the thin Ears have devoured the rank 
ce and full: Lifeleſs Forms being ſet up inſtead of 
„ the living Power, and the Truth and Subftance 
*© poſtpon'd to empty Shadows and Ceremonies.” 


If Chrift had intended Water-Baptiſin for a ſtand- 
ing Ordinance in his Church, would he not have 
been exact and particular in the Inſtitution of it ? 
Would he have left it as Matter of perpetual Diſ- 
pute, at what Time, in what Manner, to whom and 
by whom, it ſhould be adminiſtred ? Certainly not; 
for God is not the Author of Confuſion, but of Peace. 
1 Cor. xiv. 33. Daniel Dobel himſelf, in a Treatiſe 
of his entituled The Seventh Day Sabbath not obliga- 
ot, upon Chriſtians, pag. 45, ſpeaking of Circum- 
ciſion, faith, + The Law ot Circumciſion is deliver- 
ed exceeding plain, both with Reſpect to the Law 
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« jt ſelf, and the Perſons to whom, and alſo the Time 
« when it ſhould be performed.“ Had HWater-Bap- 
tiſm been intended by Chriſt for a Goſpel-Ordinance, 
would it not have been delivered as plain both re- 
ſpecting the Manner, Time, and Subjects of it, as 
Circumciſion was under the Law? Doubtleſs it 
would. And ſeeing it is not ſo, we thence naturally 
infer, that it is not an Ordinance of the Goſpel, nor 
deſigned to be ſo. And it Daniel Dybel will abide 
by what himſelf in his before-mentioned Treatiſe 
(pag. 44, 45.) hath ſaid, viz. ** Certainly as God is 
a good, wile, and juſt Being, he will not require 
« any thing of Man, but what he doth in a plain 
c expreſſive and intelligible Manner make known 
& to him,” he muſt admit, that Water-Baptiſm, 
which is not ſo plainly, expreſly, and intelligibly 
made known, is not required of any Man, and con- 
ſequently cannot be a Chriſtian Duty. 


His ſaying, pag. 10, that God did, by his Son, 
ce after his Reſurrection from the Dead, inſtruct his 
« Servants the Apoſtles in thoſe Things pertaining 
« to his Kingdom,” is no Proof that Water-Baptiſm 
was any of thoſe Things. Nor has our Saviour's 
bidding his Diſciples © iarry at Jeruſalem and wait 
« for the Promiſe of the Father, that ſo they might 
« be eminently qualified to preach the Goſpel of 
« Life and Salvation to Mankind,” any Manner of 
Relation to Water-Baptiſm: The Commandment 
given them to wait untill they were endued with Pot- 
er from on high, plainly ſhews, that the Commiſſion 
they were to execute, and the Baptiſm they were to 
adminiſter, were ſuch as could not be executed or 
adminiſtred by any Power of their own : And con- 
ſequently that the Baptiſm they were commiſſioned 
to adminiſter was not //ater-Baptiſm ; tor that, this 
Author himſelf, pag. 11, acknowledges “was in 
« Man's Power only to adminiſter,” 
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He gives us, pag. 10, the Heads of his Sermon, 
thus, 

« Firſt, I will { ſays he) obſerve what was the 
66 Promiſe of the Father ſpoken of in the Text. 


% Secondly, I will take Notice of the Accompliſh- 
& meat of this Promile, and what was the End of 
« God in conferring it upon the Apoitles. 


de Thirdly, I will obſerve what might be the pro- 
& bable Reaſons why the Diſciples were 4% tarry at 
&« Jeruſalem untill they were endued with Power from: 
* ox high. 


& Fourthly, I will trace the Apoſties in their 
e Doctrine and Practice, as Men eminently endued 
of God with Power from on high to teach and 
direct Mankind the Knowledge of their Duty in 
<< Obedience to God under this Dilpenſation. 


« Fifthly, The Application.“ 


We are now to obſcrve his Manner of treating on 
each of theſe Heads, which begins, pag. 1 1, thus, 
« And firſt, ( ſays be) to the firſt of thele, that is, 
& to obſerve, what was the Promiſe of the Father 
<< ſpoken of in the Text: Which Words of our 
Lord do evidently refer to the Prophecy of Joel 
„the Prophet.” Now the Promiſe of the Father 
ſpoken of in the Text, not only refers to the Pro- 
phecy of Joel, but was the very Thing there pro- 
phe fied of. The Apoſtle Peter expreſly declares, 
This is that which was ſpoken by the Prophet Joel. 
Wherefore the Promiſe of the Father, and the Pro- 
Phecy of Joel, being one and the ſame Thing, 
mutt be of one and the ſame Extent and Duration. 
The Words of Joel's Prophecy as rehearſed by the 
Apoltie, As ii. 17, 18, are, And it foal! come 10 
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paſs in the laſt Days, ( ſaith God) I will pour out of 
my Spirit upon all Fleſh, and your Sous and your 
Daughters ſhall Prophefie, and your Young Men fhall 


fee Viſions, ' and your Old Men ſhall dream Dreams : 


And on my Servants and on my Ilaud-maideus, will I 
pour forth in thoſe Days of my Spirit, and they ſhall 
Propbeſie. Had the Sermon- Writer rightly con- 
ſidered the Words of this Prophecy, he might have 
oblerved, | 


1ſt. That by the /aft Days is here underſtood the 
Goſpel Diſpenſation, and its Duration or Continu- 
ance to the End of Time. 


2d. That the Words, upon all Fleſb, expreſs the 


Univerſaljty of the pouring forth of the Spirit, and 
accordingly the Apoſtle Peter, far from reſtricting 
it to the Apoſtles at the Day of Pentecoſt, expreſſes 
Its boundleſs Extent, when ſpeaking to the Men of 
Fudea, and Dwellers at Feruſalem, he lays, The Pro- 
miſe is unto you and to your Children, and io all that 
are afar off, even as many as the Lord cur God hall 
call, Acts. ii. 39. By which Words the Call ap- 
pears to be univerſal to Zews and Gentiles, however 
diſtant either in Time or Place, 


Wherefore thoſe who attempt to limit the Pro- 
miſe of the Father, or, which is all one, the Prophe- 
cy of Joel, to the Apoſtles, or to © the firſt and 
« apoſtolick Age,” have no ſufficient Warrant 
from holy Scripture for fuch Limitation : Nor are 
the Terms Ordinary and Extraordinary to be found 
in Holy-Writ, tor which Reaſon they may be juſtly 
laid afide, as meer Inventions of miſtaken Men, to 
expreſs their narrow Conceptions of the pouring 
forth of the Spirit of God, which is Omnipreſent, 
Univerſal, and Unlimited, | 
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This Sermon- Writer ſeems inconſiſtent with him- 
ſelf, when pag. 11, he ſays, ** As God ſpake theſe 
4 Words by his Servant Joel, they may well be 
« ſaid to contain the Promiſe of the Father,” and 
yet a few Lines lower ſays, „And this is the Thing 
«« promiſed by our Lord in the Text, even the 
« Extraordinary Gift of the Spirit of God,” His 
Inconſiſtency ariſes from the Uſe of that unſcriptural 
Term Extraordinary, which we apprehend, he will 
not be able to reconcile with the Promiſe of the 
Father, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all Fleſh, 
Does he think that the Apoſtles and firſt Miniſters 
of the Goſpel were all Fleſh ? | 


He tells us in the ſame Page, that “ Our Saviour 
& ſtiles the Extraordinary Gift of the Spirit of God, 
< the Comforter and the Holy Ghoſt,” and for 
Proof of this Aſſertion refers to John xv. 26. Not 
obſerving that of the Comforter there mentioned, 
*tis expreſly ſaid in the preceding Chapter, Verſe 
16, I will pray the Father and he ſhall give you ano- 
ther Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever. 
The Perpetuity of which Promile clearly ſhews, 
that it could not be. confined to the Perſons of the 
Apoſtles, nor to their Times, but muſt have Rela- 
tion to the Church of Chriſt in all future Ages. 


Having thus weakly attempted to wreſt the Scrip- 
tures on his firſt Head, he proceeds to his Second, 
viz, ©* The Accompliſhment of the Promiſe,” We have 
already ſhewn, that the promiſed pouring forth of 
the Spirit under the Goſpel Diſpenſation was not a 
peculiar or partial, but a general and univerſal Blel- 
ſing 3 not tranſient and temporary, but perpetual, 
and to abide for ever. Now, altho' that which is ge- 
neral may include every particular of the ſame Na- 
ture, and that which 1s perpetual may include that 
Which is temporary; yet it is not to be . by 
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limited thereunto. The Miſtake of many in this 
Matter ſeems to ariſe from their not attending to the 
plain ſcriptural Diſtinction which is made between 
the One univerſal pouring forth of the Spirit, and 
the Diverſities of its Operations, which is excel- 
lently ſet forth by the Apoſtle Paul, 1 Cor. xit. 
where *tiz moſt apparent, that the working of Mira- 
cles, Prophecy, diſcerning of Spirits, ſpeaking with 
Tongyes, &c. beſtow'd upon the Apoſtles and other 
Miniſters of the Goſpe], were but particular Opera- 
tions in ſame, of the Univerſal pouring forth of the 
Spirit «por all, which Spirit, as ſaith the Apoſtle, 
divideth unto every Man ſeverally as he will, Where- 
fore they greatly err, who would limit the Spirit of 
God, which worketh all in all, to its own particular 
Operations upon ſome. For tho? there are Diver/zties 
of Operations to qualify each Member of the Body 
tor its proper and peculiar Service, yet, The Manife/- 
tation of the Spirit is given to every Man to profit 
withal, Verſe 7. Or, as the Apoſtle again expreſſes 
it Verſe 17, By one Spirit are we all bapiized into one 
Body: Whence we think it may juſtly be inferr'd, 
that every Man who 1s profited, or made better by 
the Manifeſtation of the Spirit given to him, is bap- 
tized with the Holy Ghoſt ; and conſequently, that 
the Baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt conſiſts not in the 
Power of working Miracles, ſpeaking with Tongues, 
Sc. but in the Purification of the Heart, the cleanſing 
of the Soul from Sin, according to that of the Apo- 
ſtle 1 Cor. vi. 11. But ye are waſhed, but ye are ſanc- 
tified, but ye are juſtified, in the Name of the Lord 
Feſus, and by the Spirit of our God. 


The Sermon-Writer, pag. 12, cites As viii. 12. 
14, 15, 16, 17, to ſhew, that ſome © after they 
& had been baptized in the Name of the Lord, re- 
„ ceived the Gift of the holy Ghoſt.” And Ag: x. 
44, 45, 46, to ſhew that the Holy Ghoſt fell on others 
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. before they were baptized with Mater. Both which Texts 
do ſufficiently make appear that Water- Baptiſm had 
no Relation to the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt. By the fer- 
mer of them *tis plain, that the Samaritans who had 
been baptized with Water had not received the 
Holy Ghoſt: And by the Latter it appears, that 
Cornelius and thoſe with him had received the Holy 
Ghoſt before they were baptized with Water : Both 
of them ſhew, that the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt was 
not conveyed by the Means of Water- Baptiſm, but 
by the Preaching and Prayers of the Apoſtles. 
While Peter yet ſpake, the Holy Ghoſt fell on all them 
that heard the Word. This clearly denotes that the 
Baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt was that which accom- 
panied the Preaching of Peter, and not Water-Bap- 
tiſm. That the Ceremony of Water- Baptiſm was 
atterward adminiſtred to them, ſeems to have been 
but a prudential Circumſtance in Order to the Ad- 
miſſion of thoſe early Converts into the Jew1/5 
Church, at a Time when the believing Brethren were 
Jews, and many of them ſo tenacious of the Cere- 
monial Law, as to think, that unleſs the Gen!iles 
were, not only baptized with Water, that being 
one of the Rites of Initiation in Uſe among the 
Zews, but even Circumciſed, and obliged to keep the 
Law of Moſes, they could not be ſaved. See Ads xv. 
And *tis oblervable, that the Apoſtle Peter when he 
rehearſes this Atfair to the Brethren of the Circum- 
ciſion at Feraſalem, mentions not a Word relating 
to the Ceremony of Yater-Bapiiſm, or the Admini- 
ſtration of it. 


This Author alſo cites, A7s xix. 4, 5, 6. and 
thereupon oblerves, pag. 12. © that when Paul had 
ce rectified the Miſtake of John's Diſciples, that 
ce then they were baptized in the Name of the Lord 
« FJeſus; after which the Apoſtle laid his Hands on 
* them, and the Holy Ghoſt came on them, and they 
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pate with Tongues and Propbeſied.” What he means 
by ſaying that “ Paul had rectified the Miſtake of 
„ ſome of Jobn's Diſciples,” he hath not well ex- 
plained, Nor does it appear to us what their Error 
was, unleſs that having valued themſelves upon 
their Water-Bapliſm, the Apoſtle ſhews them how | 
inſufficient that was without the Holy Ghoſt, For f 
this Text gives no juſt Ground to conclude that the 
Apoſtle did baptize them again with Water, The 
expreſs Words of the Text are, When they beard 
this, they were baptized in the Name of the Lord Feſus : | 
And when Paul had laid his Hands on them, the Holy p 
Ghoft came on them. From which latter Words, be- 
ing explicative of the Former, it appears, that the 
Baptiſm in the Name of the Lord Feſus here ſpoken of, 
was that of the Holy Ghoſt : But this Author, to 
make the Text ſpeak his Senſe, has exerciſed a little 
Piece of Fraud, by changing the Words, and when, 
into after which. A Liberty he ſometimes indulges 
himſelf in, when the inſpired Writers don't ſpeak as 
he would have them. | 


He pretends, pag. 13, ** to ſhew the End and 
« Deſign of our Lord in conferring theſe Gifts 
« upon the Apoſtles.” That the peculiar Gifts 
conferr'd on the Apoſtles and others, were diverſe 
Operations of the univerſal pouring forth of the 
Spirit, we have before ſhewn : And the lame Spirit 
which the Father promiſed to pour forth upon all 
Fleſh, was the Spirit of Truth, the Comforter, the 
Guide into all Truth, which Chriſt aſſured his Dit- 
ciples the Father would give, that he might abide with 
them for ever. By this Spirit of Truth, were the 
Apoſtles endued with Power from on high to qualify 
them for the Work whereunto they were called, 
But this Author's Aſſertion, pag. 14, that © this 
„% Divine Endowment was to be their Comforter, 
s Aſſiſter and Leader into all Truth,” is erroncous, 
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in aſcribing to the Gift or Endowment thoſe Offices 
of Comforter, and Guide into all Truth, which our 
Saviour expreſly aſcribes to the Giver, viz. the Hyi— 
rit of Truth it ſelf, which abideth a Comforter, a Lea- 
der, and a Teacher for ever, not of the Apoſtles only, 
but of all Men, revealing to every Man the Know- 
ledge of his Duty, and of whatſoever is neceſſary for 
his preſent and future Happineſs. The Apoſtles did 
not recommend Men to any divine Endowment of 
theirs as their Teacher, but to the Spirit of Truth 
it felt, The Excellency of the Goſpel Diſpenſation 
conſiſts in its being the Miniſtration of the Spirit. The 
expreſs Terms of the New Covenant are, After thoſe 
Days, ſaith the Lord, I will put my Law in their inward 
Parts, and write it in their Hearts, and will be their 
Cod, and they ſhall be my People : And they ſhall teach 
no more every Man his Neighbour and every Man his 
Brother, ſaying, Know the Lord, for they ſhall all know 
me from the leaſt of them even unto the greateſt of them, 


ſaith the Lord. Jer. xxxi. 33, 34. All thy Children fhall 
be taught of the Lord, Jaiab liv. 13. To this in— 


ward Teacher did the Apoſtles direct, Je have, faith 
the beloved Diſciple, an Unction from the holy One, 
i John 11. 20. The Anointing which ye have received 
of him abideth in you, and ye need nos that any May 
zeach you, but as the ſame Anointing teacheth you of 
all Things, and is Truth and is no Lie; and even as i. 
hath taught you, ye ſhall abide in him, Verſe 27. 


From the Conſideration of all which we may 
clearly ſee, that the End and Deſign of the Apoſtles 
being endued with Power from on high was, that 
they might be able Miniſters of the New Teſta- 
« ment,” not of the Letter, but of the Spirit, that 
they might be inſtrumental not only for the Con- 
& viction of Sinners,” but for their Converſion, viz. 
to open their Eyes and to turn them from Darkneſs to 
Light, and from the Power »f Satan unto God, that they 
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may receive Forgiveneſs of Sins, and Inheritance among 
them that are ſanctiſied by Faith that is in Feſus Chriſt. 
As xxvi. 18. This was the Commiſſion which the 
Apoſtle Paul teſtifies that he received from Chriſt : 
In which Sanification is aſcribed to Faith, and For- 
giveneſß of Sins to the Conver/ion of the Sinner from 
Darkneſs to Light. Now conſidering here is no 
Mention of Water-Baptiſin, and the tame Apoſtle 
in another Place expreſly ſays, Chriſt ſent me not to 
baptize, *tis plain that Yater-Baptiſm was no Part ot 
his Commiſſion : And conſidering that he reckons 
himſelf not a whit behind the very chiefeſt Apoſtles, his 
Commiſſion mult have been as extenſive as any of 
theirs. The clear Conſequence of which is, that 
Water Baptiſm was not any Part of their Com- 
miſſion, nor intended in Mat. xxviii. 19. 


The Sermon-Writer proceeds, pag. 15, to his 
third Head, viz. to obſerve what might be the 
„ probable Reaſons why the Diſciples were to tarry 
« at Jeruſalem untill they were endued with Power 
« from on high,” We ſhall have no Controverſy 
with him on this Head ; but ſhall acknowledge thar 
his probable Reaſons have more Truth in them than 
his poſitive Aſſertions, for in them we have found 
him frequently miſtaken. We agree with him when 
he ſays, pag. 16, that there was very great and 
e good Reaſons” why the Diſciples fpould tarry at 
Jeruſalem. 


He comes, pag. 16, to his fourth Head, and ſays, 
I will now go on to trace the Apaſtles in their 
„Doctrine and Practice, being thus endued with 
« Power from on high, to teach and direct Mankind 
& the Knowledge of their Duty, in Obedience to 
« God under this Diſpenſation.” But before he 
war gue he thinks proper to obſerve ſomething 
by the Way, which is, that the Apoſtles “are not 
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c now to be conſidered barely as Men, but as 
& Perſons completely qualified and furniſhed of 
& God, to ſhew unto others the Way of Life and 
c Salvation, and as ſuch were faithful to the Truſt 
© repoſed in them, ſo that what they taught and re- 
« commended to Mankind to practiſe and obſerve, 
may be deemed as the Oracles of God, they being 
led by the Operation and Dictates of the Spirit 
„% of Truth, and were ſuch who had an Extraordi- 
*© nary Meaſure thereof, they being baptized there- 
« with.” 


Theſe laſt Words of his ſeem to limit the being 
baptized with the Spirit, to fuch a Meaſure thereof 
as the Apoſtles had : But if he will conſult the 
Apoſtle Pay] in this Matter, he ſhall find, 1 Cor. 
- X11, that all the Members of the One Body are bap- 
tized by One Spirit; and that he to whom the Spirit 
hath given Faith, (a Gift common to all Believers) 
is ſaid to be baptized by the Spirit, as well as thole 
to whoni the Gifts of Healing, or of working Mira- 
cles, are given. 


He tells us, that the Apoſtles are not now to 
cc be conſidered barely as Men,“ but *tis hoped he 
will allow us to conſider them as Men qualified for 
the Preaching of the Goſpel ; and yet at the ſame 
T ime that he will permit us to believe Barnabas and 
Paul ſaying, We alſo are Men F like Paſſions with 
Joh. As xiv. 15. and to conſider them as ſuch ; for, 
tho' they were great and good Men, 1nipired and en- 
dued with Power from on high, yet they could not 
endure to be 1doliz'd. They were faithful Men, 
qualified to teach others whatſoever the Spirit of 
Chriſt had taught them. Be ye, ſaith Paul, Followers 
of me, as I alſo am of Chriſt, 1 Cor. xi. 1. Thus far 
the Example of the Apoſtles is binding upon others. 

But, 
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But, as * Dr. Stillingfleet well obſerves, ©* Nothing 
« can make Scripture Examples of perpetual Obli- 
« gation, but the Moral Nature of the Action, ora 
« poſitive Law.” The Sermon- Writer acknow- 
ledges, (pag. 9.) that Water- Baptiſm is not a moral 
Duty, but he calls it a Duty of a politive Nature, 
tho? he produces not any poſitive Law or Command 
to enforce its perpetual Obligation. The Practice 
of the Apoſtles, who were eus, doth not make the 
Rites or Ceremonies of the Jewiſß Religion obliga- 
tory upon all Chriſtians : The Apoſtle Faul's Prac- 
tice of Purifying himſelt after the Manner of the 
Jews, As xx1. 26, doth not oblige Chriſtians fo 
to do. His Practice in Circumciſing Timothy, doth 
not oblige us to be Circumciſed. And by the like 
Reaſon, if any of the Apoſtles practiſed Water-Bap- 


tiſin, which was a Jewiſh Ceremony, their Practice 
is no Rule tor Chriſtian Imitation. 


We ſhall next take Notice of the Texts produced 


by the Sermon- Writer, to prove H/ater-Baptiſm a 
Goſpel Ordinance. 


The firſt of which is, Ads ii. 38, Then Peter 
faid unto them, Repent and be baptized every one 
you in the Name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt for the Re- 
miſſion of Sins, and ye ſhall receive theGift of the 
Holy Ghoſt. This Text as we have before obſerv'd, 
(pag 12.) makes no Mention of Water, the Word 
baptized in this Place may well denote the Cleanſing 
of the Heart, or Converſion of the Soul to God, 
This Interpretation of the Word is ſuch as the Apo- 
ſtle Peter himſe!f hath given it, in a Text exactly 
parallel in the next Chapter, when ſpeaking to the 
People in Solomon's Porch, he ſays, Repent ye there- 


fore 


— — — 


. — 


* Weapon Salve, pag. 77. 
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fore and be converted, that your Sins may be blotted out, 
whey the Times of Refreſhing ſhall come from the Pre. 
fence of the Lord, Acts iii. 19. Wherefore this Au— 
thor's intruding Water into a Text, which makes no 
Mention of any, ſhews that he is Wife beyond what 
is written, and prefers his own Senſe to the Apoſtle's 
Interpretation, by which it appears, that the “ two 
«« Duties recommended to the Heart prick'd Fews, 
were, firſt, REPENTANCE, and, ſecondly, THE Con- 
VERSION OF THE HEART To Gon; the Conſe- 
quence of which would be, Remiſſion of Sins and the Giſt 
of the Holy Ghoſt, or the Refreſhing of the Holy Spirit, 
the Comforter which Chriſt had promiſed. Seeing 
then that Remiſſion of Sins and the Gift of the Holy 
Ghoſt, are not the Conſequence of Maler- Raptiſin, 
tis evident that Water- Baptiſn was not the Baptiſm 
enjoined in this Text, Is it not then great Arro- 
gance and Preſumption in this Sermon- Writer, to 
aſſume to himſelf a Power to ſer aſide the Goſpel 
Duty of Converſion of the Heart, which the Apoſtle 
hath joined with Repentance, and to ſubſtitute Ma- 
ter-Baptiiſm, a Fewiſh Ceremony, in its Stead ? From 
what hath been ſaid, we apprehend it will clearly 
appear, that this Author has no ſufficient Warrant 
from As ii. 38. to ſay, that the Apoſtle adviſed to 
the Baptiſm of Water, nor any Authority from 
thence to conclude, that Vater-Baptiſin is a Goſpel 
Qrdinance. Doth not he himſelf acknowledge, pag. 
20, that 10 be baptized in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt 
« doth ſignify a Belief in him and his Authority?“ 
Tis to this Belief or Faith in Jeſus Chriſt purify ing 
the Heart, that the Scripture aſcribes Remiſſion of 
Sins and Salvation, Acts x. 43, To him give all the 
Prophets witneſs, that thro* Faith in his Name, whoſo- 
ever believeth on him ſhall receive Remiſſion of Sins. 
Acts xv. 9. Purifying their Hearts by Faith. This Puri- 
fication of the Th by Faith is the Goſpel 


Mark xvi. 17. He that believeth and is baptized 
1 Hall 
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Hall be ſaved. John vi. 47, He that believeth on me 
hath everlaſting Life. Ads xvi. 31, Believe on the 
Lord Feſus Chriſt and thou ſhalt be ſaved. The 
Drift and Tendency of the Miniſtry of the Apo- 
ſtles was to publiſh to all Mankind Remiſſion of 
Sins thro' Repentance and Faith in Jeſus Chriſt. 
What they declare to be the Conſequence of Faith, 
this Author attributes to Hater-Baptiſim, which he 
is plcaſed to call an Ordinance of Chriſt, while yet 
he is not able to ſhew that ever Chriſt did ordain it. 


The next Text which he produces in Proof that 
Water-Baptiſm is an Ordinance of Chriſt, is As vin. 
12. When they (the Samaritans ) believed Philip, 
preaching the Things concerning the Kingdom of God, 
and the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, they were baptized both 
Men and Women. This “ Baptiſm (fays he, pag. 
« 21.) is evident from the Text to be the Baptiſm 
« of Water.” Now ſuppoſe that be granted him, 
yet it 15 as evident from the Context, that the Bap- 
tiſm there ſpoken of was not attended either with 
Remiſſion of Sins, or the Gift of tbe Holy Gboſt, and 
conſequently was not the 7rue Chriſtian Baptiſm. 


The Cafe of Simon the Samaritan plainly ſhews, 
that Mater-Baptiſm is not the Baptiſm of Chriſt. For 
Chriſt's Baptiſm doth not leave Men in the Gall of 
Bitterneſs, and in the Bond of Iniquity, in which Simon 
ſtill continued notwithſtanding his having been bap- 
tized with Water. The Caſe of the other Samaritans 
ſhews, how little they were benefited by Yater-Bap- 
tiſm, which, tho” ſaid to be in the Name of the Lord 
Jeſus, was not accompanied with the Gift of the 
Holy Ghoſt : whence*tis plain, that the formal Ad- 
miniſtration of that Ceremony availeth little, and 
that Men may paſs under that Ceremony without 
being vaptized with the Baptiſm of Chriſt, It were 
to be wiſhed that all who practiſe Water-Baptiſm 
would ſeriouſly conſider of this, I ſay, that they 


would 
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would ſeriouſly conſider that the Samaritans, not- 
withſtanding x ifs outward Aſſent to the Doctrine 
of Fhilip, and their being outwardly baptized with 
Water, were not eſteemed as perfect Converts to 
Chriſtianity, till they were afterward vaptized with 
the Chriſtian Baptiſm by the Miniſtration of Peter 
and Jobn, who, Verſe 17, laid their Hands on them, 
and they received the Holy Ghoſt. This Text then 


falls very ſhort of proving Water-Baptiſm to be an 
Ordinance of Chriſt. 


The Sermon-Writer (pag. 21) makes a Digreſ- 
ſion, ſaying, © And here by the Way I would ob- 
«« ſerve to the People called 2yakers, that J am in- 
formed that the Word In the Name in the Text, 
ce As vii. 16, is in the Greek or Original, Into, as 
well as in the Commiſſion of our Lord, where, 
<* on the Account of which, Mr. Barclay and Dell, 
« declare, that Waler is not intended, but the Bap- 
«© tiſm of the Spirit.“ 


Tho? his Information, as to the Sameneſs of the 
Greek Wotd in this Text, may be true ; yet his own 
Aſſertion reſpecting Barclay and Dell, is not fo : 
For altho' thoſe Authors do declare, that in Mat. 
xxvili. 19. Vater is not intended, but the Baptiſm 
of the Spirit, yet *tis not barely on the Account of 
the Word, Into, that they ſo declare: But *tis on 
the Account of the Nature of Cbriſt's Baptiſm, 
which Chriſt himſelf diſtinguiſhes from the Bap- 
tiſm of Water; and becauſe that when Chriſt had ſo 
clearly diſtinguiſhed between John's Baptiſm of MA 
ter and his own Baptiſm of the Spirit, it muſt be ab- 
ſurd to ſuppoſe that his Commiſſion ſhould relate to 
Water-Baptiſm, which was that of John. And that 
Water-Baptiſm was not intended in Chriſt's Com- 
miſſion to his Diſciples, is apparent by their being 
commanded to wait for Pewer from on high to 
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execute it: For this Author has acknowledged, 
pag. 11, that Watler-Baptiſin is in Man's Power 
only to adminiſter.” What Need then could there 
be for their waiting to be endued with Power from on 
high, to quality them to baptize with ſuch a Baptiſin as 
was before in their own Power to adminiſter ? 


So that the Force both of Barclay's and Dell's 
Argument doth not depend upon the Word Into, 
but is grounded on the Nature of Chrifs Baptiſm, 
and on the ſcriptural Signification of the Name of 
the Lord, denoting his Virtue and Power, which ac- 
companies the Baptiſm of the Spirir, and not a meer 
formal Repetition of Words as us'd by thoſe who 
adminiſter Mater-Baptiſin. 


Thoſe Authors, who probably were as Learned as 
this Writer's Informer, were not ignorant, that the 
ſame Greek Word may be rendred In or Into, allo 2c, 
for, by, at, &c. according as the Scope and Purport 
of the Text in which it is uſed may require. And 
accordingly, they having proved that Mat. xxviii. 
19. muſt be underſtood of the Baptiſm of the Spirit; 
they ſhew that the Greek Word in thac Text ought 
to be rendred into, but they no where ſay, that 
where ever the ſame Word occurs © in the Original, it 
e muſt be underſiood the fame Way.“ That is only 
an imaginary Conſequence of this Sermon-Writer's 
own drawing, which he introduces with an IF So, 
pag. 22. and which indeed is Nor So. Let him 
again conſult his Informer, and if he underſtands 
the Original, he will probably ſatisfy him, that the 
ſame Particle in the Greek Tongue may have a 
different Conſtruction in different Texts, agreeable 
to the Diverſity of the Subject treated on. The Ig- 
norance of which has led this Author to conceive a 
Neceſſity of ſuch a Method of Tranſlation as neither 
is nor ought to be practiſed. So that the confuſed 

E. or 


C34) 


Mork and Perplexity he talks of, has no Exiſtence 
but in his own Imagination, and Miſapprehenſion, 
concerning a Matter wherein he appears to Ee void 


of Underſtanding. 


The next Text produc'd by the Sermon- Writer, is 
As viii. 32, 33, &c. relating the Paſſage of Philip's 
baptizing the Ethiopian Funuch.. From which Pal- 
ſage it were more eaſy to demonltrate, that Maler- 
Baplijſm was a Fetoiſſh Rite, than that it is an Ordinance 
of the Gofpel. The Text it felt clearly ſhews that 
this Baptiſm was ad miniſtred at the Inſtance and 
Requeſt of the Eunuch, who was a Genlite, and the 
firſt Convert to Chriſtianity from among the Genliles, 
that we read of, He probably knowing Water-Bap- 
Ii in to be a Rite or Ceremony uſed in order to an 
Admiſſion into the Jeri Church, within the Li- 
mits of which all the CHriſtiaus at that Time ſeem to 
bave. been included, might deſire to be fo bap- 
tized: And for the fame Reaſon Philip, being himſelf 
a Member of the Zewi/h Church, might adminiſter 
that Ceremony to gratify the Requeſt of his new 
Convert. For 1t doth not appear that there was at 
that Time any Chri/tian Church wholly diſtin& or 
ſeparate from the Zewiſh. So that Philip's admini- 
{tring to the Eunuch at his Requeſt an uſual ei 
Ceremony, in order to his Admiſſion into that 
Church of which Philip himſelf and all other Chri/- 
tians at that Time were Members, doth in no wite 

rove Water-Baptiſm to be an Ordinance of Chriſt. 

t ought alſo to be conſidered that there were at that 
Time many of the Believers ſo tenacious of the Ce- 
remonial Law, as to think, that unleſs the Gentiles 
were not only baptized with Water, but even Cir— 
cumciſed, and obliged to keep the Law of Moſes, 
they could not be Javed, See Acts xv. This Author 
may with equal Reaſon inter trom Paul's Circum- 
ciſing Timothy, that Circumciſion is an Ordinance of 

Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, as he can conclude from Philiß's Baptizing 
the Eunuch, that IWater- Baptiſm is lo. He tells us, 
that the Conſequence of Philip's Preaching, was the 
Eunucb's Propoſing, and being accordingly baptiz'd 
in Water: And might he not as well have told us, 
that the Conſequence of Jimothy's going forth with 
Paul, was, that he took and Circumciſed him? 
From ſuch particular Iaſtances as theſe, no general 
Concluſion can be drawn. But we may here obſerve 
what vain Deceit this Author exerciſes to ſcrue the 
Text to his own Purpoſe ; and at the ſame Time 
has the Aſſurance to tell his Reader, that his forc'd 
Conſtruction is «+ very Natural.“ He aſſerts, 
« Firſt, that Philip had not only been Preaching 
&« Chriſt to be the true Meſſiah, but had allo laid 
© before the Eunuch thoſe Things that concerned his 
« Kingdom” Now theſe laſt Words are his own 
Addition to the Text, by which he would inſinu— 
ate, that Philip had preached Water-Baptiſm as a 
Thing that concerned the Kingdom of Chritt : 
And from this Perverſion of his own, fays, “ Se- 
« condly, the Conſequence of Philip's thus Preach- 
& ing was the Eunucls Propoſing, and being accor- 
6 dingly baptized in Water,” Whereas the Con- 
ſequence of Philip's Preaching was the Eunuch's 
believing in Jeſus whom Philip had preached unto 
him: His being bapiized with Maler was purely at 
his own Requeſt, and it no where appears that Philip 
had preached any Thing to him concerning that 
Ceremony : * Thirdly, (ay 3 he) all this was carried 
on and conducted by 0 Angel and Spirit of 
% God, and ended in the Joy and Rejoycing of the 
« Eunucb. And yet the Text makes no Mention 
that the Angel or Spirit of God gave any Directions 
concerning the Baptizing the Zunuch with Water, 
*T'was Cauſe to him of Rejoycing that he believed in 
Chriſt, and that he was by Water-Baptiiſm become a 
Member of the Jewi/h Church as other Chriſtians 
IK 2 then 
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then were. For the Temple and Worſhip of the 
Jets was ſtill in being, and the Ceremonies of that 
Religion not yet laid aſide, but occaſionally prac- 
tiſed even by the Apoſtles themſelves. But their 
Practice of thoſe Ceremonies at that Time doth not 
make them of perpetual Obligation, nor to become 
Ordinances of Chriſt, The Baptiſm which accom- 

anies true Faith is the Purification of the Heart, or 
Baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt. This was the Baptiſm ot 
which Peter ſpeaks, when rehearſing the Con- 
verſion of the Gentiles by his Miniſtry, he ſays, 
God which knoweth the Hearts, bare them Wiineſs, 
giving them the Hol» Ghoſt even as he did unto us: And 
put no Difference between us and them, purifying their 
Hearts by Faith. Ads xv. 8, 9. And 'tis obſervable, 
that in the ſeveral Accounts this Apoſtle gives of 
the Converſion of Cornelius and his Company, he 
makes no Mention at all of their being baptized 
with Water; but inſiſts upon their being baptized 
with the Holy Ghoſt, and the Purification of their 
Hearts by Faith. As I began to ſpeał, (ſaith Peter) 
the Holy Ghoſt fell on them as on us at the Beginning. 
Then remembred I the Nord of the Lord, how that 
he ſaid, JonN indeed baptized with Water, 
but ye ſhall be baptized with the Holy Ghoſt. By 
which *tis manifeſt that they were then baptized with 
Chriſt's Baptiſm according to his Ordinance or Ap- 
pointment : Wherefore to aſſert that ater-baptiſm 
is an Ordinance of Chriſt, is to aſcribe to him at 
one and the ſame Tue two Baptilms, One of the 
Spirit, and the other of Water, in Contradiction to the 
expreis Diſtinction of our Saviour himſelf rehearſed 
by Pater, and to the Teſtimony of the Apoſtle, 
One Lord, One Faitb, One Baptiſm, Eph. iv. 5. The 
Apoſtle Peter's commanding thoſe Gentiles to be bap- 
tized with Water, appears to us of no more Force, 
than his not only commanding, but compelling the 

Gentiles to live as do the Jews. Gal. ii. 14. 
Now, 
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Now, if from Peter's commanding thoſe Perſons 
to be baptized, it did (as this Author, pag. 24, ſays) 
e abundantly appear, That Water- Baptiſm is an Or- 
« dinance of Chriſt,” Will it not as abundantly 
appear, by his compelling the Gentiles to live as do 
the Jews, that it was an Ordinance of Chriſt that 
they ſhould ſo Jive. This Manner of urging the 
Practice of the Apoſtles, who were Jets, as a Proof 
that whatever they did was an Ordinance of Chriſt, 
and obliging to all Chriſtians, has a Tendency to re- 
eſtabliſh the Ceremonies of the Moſaict Law, and to 
build again the Things which the Goſpel of Chriſt 
hath aboliſhed, 


He yet produces another Text, viz. As xix. 1, 

2, 3, 4, 5, 6. which relates, that Paul came 10 
Epheſus, and finding certain Diſciples, be ſaid unto 
them, Have ye received the Holy Ghoſt ſince ye be- 
lieved? And they ſaid unto him, We have not ſo much 
as heard whether there be any Holy Ghoſt. And he ſaid 
unto them, unto what then were ye baptized *® And 
they ſaid, Unto John's Baptiſm. Then ſaid Paul, 
John verily baptized with the Baptiſm of Repentance, 
ſaying upto the People, that they ſhould believe on him 
which ſhould come after bim, that is on Chriſt Feſus. 
When they heard this, they were baptized in the Name 
of the Lord Jeſus. And when Paul had laid his Hands 
upon them, the Holy Ghoſt came on them, and they 
ſpake with Tongues and propbeſied. This Text which 
plainly ſhews the Invalidity of J/ater-Baptiſm, and 
in what a State of Ignorance Men may be notwith- 
ſtanding their having ſubmitted to that Ceremony, 
is by him produced to prove, that the Apoſtle Paul 
did again baptize thoſe Perſons with Water; altho? 
the Text does not ſay ſo, nor indeed is it probable 
that the Apoſtle ſhould re-baptize them with the 
Baptiſm of Water, which they had already expe- 
rienced to be ſo ine ffectual. Theſe Words, hey were 
| baptized 
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baptized in the Name of the Lord Feſus, ſeem in this 
Place to denote the Baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
to be ſo explained by the next Words, viz. And 
when Paul had laid his Hands upon them, the Holy Ghoſt 
came on them. So that this Text which he produces 
to prove Water- Baptiſm a Goſpel Ordinance, is ſo far 
from anſwering his Purpoſe, that it doth not prove 
the Apoſtle's adminiſtring ro thoſe Perſons any 


Mater-Baptiſm at all. Wherefore this Author acts 


moſt prepoſterouſly in pretending, pag. 25, to ſhew 
wherein * YJoby's and ChRIST's Baptiſm with 
C Water differed,” while yet he hath not made ap- 
pear that CnRISTH did ever baptize with Water, or 
commiſſion his Diſciples ſo to do. And altho' it 
appears and may be granted him, that Paul in ſome 
few Inſtances did adminiſter Mater-BRaptiſm, yet we 
have his own expreſs Teſtimony that Chrift ſent him 
not on that Errand. 1 Cor. i. 17. 


The Sermon-Writer's next Attempt 1s, pag. 25, to 
wreſt the Words of William Dell, (whom he milcalts 
Eminent Quaker) who ſays, © that in the primitive 
Church they had the Doctrine of Baptiſms in the 
<« plural Number,” and of Thomas Lawſon, who 
lays, „Here the plural Number ſhews forth the 
« Outward and Inward Baptiſm,” to a Senſe direct- 
ly contrary to that of thoſe Authors, who plain- 
ly ſhew from Holy Scripture, that the Outward Bap- 
tiſm or Baptiſm with Water, was the Baptiſm of 
Jobn, not of CHRISTH; and that the Inward Baptiſm 
or Bapti/m of the Spirit was the Baptiſm of CHRIST, 


not of John: And that the Inward Baptiſm or Bap- 


tiſm of the Spirit, is the One and only Baptiſm abiding 
in Force under the Goſpel Diſpenſation. This was 
that Baptiſm which accompanied the Preaching of 
the Goſpel by the Apoſtles ; While Peter yet ſpake, 
the Holy Ghoſt fell on all them that heard the Word, 
Adds x. 43. the F of which was the purifying 

their 
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their Hearts by Faith, Alls xv. 9. Their Preaching, 
which was in the Demonſtration of the Spirit, and 
with Power, reached to the Hearts of the Hearers, 
to the Conviction and Converſion of Sinners, and 
turning them from Darkneſs to Light : Thus were 
they inſtrumental in the Hand of God, through the 
Power of the Spirit attending their Miniſtry, to 
urge the Conſciences of the Hearers from dead 
8 and to waſh away their Sins by the Baptiſm 
of the Spirit, or Waſhing of Regeneration and the Re- 
nete ing of the Holy Ghoſt. So that the Doctrine of Bap- 
tiſms, which in the Primitive Church was eſteemed a 
Principle of Chriſtianity and tending to Perfection, 
was that very Dorine which John the Baptiſt, and 
our Saviour himſelf, had taught reſpecting Baptiſm, 
Mat. iii. 11. Ads i. 5, where they make a moſt 
plain Diſtinction and Separation between Mater-Bap- 
iſm and the Baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt. This diſ- 
tinguiſhing Doctrine ſeems to have been one of the 
firſt Principles of the Oracles of God, ſhewing forth 
the true Nature and Spirituality of the Goſpel Dit- 
penſation, aſcribing the Baptiſm of Water, which 
was but Outward, Typical, and Temporary, to the 
Diſpenſation of John the Servant and tore-runner of 
Chriſt ; and attributing the Baptiſin of the Holy Ghoſt, 
which is Inward, Subſtantial, and abiding for ever, 
to the Diſpenſation of Chriſt himſelf, who is Lord of 
all, Tis indeed Matter of Admiration, that Per- 
ſons who read the Scripture, and prefume to teach 
others, ſhould yet continue ſo un/zilful in the Word 
of Righteouſneſs, as to preſs the Obſervation of Jewiſb 
Rites under the Goſpel Diſpenſation; and *cis 
Matter of Lamentation, that even unto this Day, 
when they read the New-Teſtament, the Vail is upon 
their Hearts, that they cannot /tedfajtly look to the 
End of that which is aboliſhed : But are ſtil] continu- 
ing in the Obſervation of Meats and Drinks and di- 
vers Waſhings, and Carnal Ordinances impoſed until 
| the 
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de Time of Reformation, and which being but Figures 
for the Time then preſent, could not make him that did 
the Service perfect as pertaining to the Conſcience, Heb. 
ix. 9, 10. By which Text *tis apparent, that Water- 
Baptiſm was one of the Carnal Ordinances impoſed un- 
gil the Time of Reformation : * If then (ſays R. 
Barclay. Apol. pag. 425) the Time of Reforma- 
c tion, or the Diſpenſation of the Goſpel, which 
< puts an End to the Shadows, be come, then ſuch 
© Baptiſms or Carnal Ordinances are no more to 
<c be impoſed.” And indeed had Chrift given 
FWater-Baptiſm in Commiſſion to his Diſciples, and 
{o perpetuated the Uſe of it, with what Propriety 
could the Apoſtle afterward have call'd it A Carnal! 
Ordinance, and only impoſed untill the Time of Refor- 
mation? Had Chriſt enjoyned his Apoſtles to prac- 
tiſe ater-Baptiſm, can it be thought that the Apo- 
ſtle Paul would have diſclaimed the Practice, have 
thanked God that he baptized no more, and have ex- 
preſly declared, that Chriſt ſent him not lo baptize ? 
By which it plainly appears that the Apoſtles Prac- 
tice of a Thing, doth not neceſfarily prove that 
they did it in purſuance of Chriſt's Commiſion : So 
that although the Apoſtles did practiſe He r- Ha. 
tiſm, Circumciſion, Legal Purifications, and other 
Tewiſh Rites for a Seaſon, yet, we cannot think 
that this Sermon-Writer has aſſigned any ſufficient 
Reaſon from their Practice of Water- Bapti/m to juſ- 
tity his Concluſion, pag. 27, „that the Apoſtles 
did thus underſtand their Lord in his Com- 
«© miſſion,” or that they “ practiſed Water-Bapti/m 
% in Obedience thereto,” 


We apprehend that the Obſervations we have made, 
may ſuffice to ſhew the Emptineſs of this Author's 
Ditcourſe, and how very far he has fallen ſhort of 
what he propoſed, viz. “to prove that Water-Bap- 
tim is an Ordinance of the Goſpel Church.” 4 
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Je appears ſenſible, pag. 27, that the Quakers 
e have Objections which he has not taken Notice 
„of,“ but (lays he) I rather chule, and think it 
„ moſt proper, if they ſhould be ſo diſpoſed, for 
«© them firſt to offer theſe Things themſelves, 


This ſhews his Opinion of himſelf, and of his 
Abilittes to anſwer the Q t, Objections : Bur their 
Sentiments of him are very diſfterent 3 for the Read- 
Ing of his Sermon has plac'd him as low in their 
Eyes as he is exalted in his own ; ſo that tho? they 
have condeſcended to take ſome Notice of his Per- 
formance, in order to prevent honeſt Men's being 
impos'd on by his Guile ; yet they do not lay their 
Objections before him with a View of any Solution 
of them from a Perſon whom they eſteem altogether 
unqualified for that Purpole, 


* 

To conclude, we cannot recommend to our Rea— 
ders a more fovereiga Remedy againſt ſuch a Dil- 
courſe as his 190 than the Exhortation given by himſelf, 
pag. 27, viz. that they be always careful that 
« they are 100 22 lo and 55 and carried about by 
re every Wind of Doctrine, by the Sleight of Men, and 
% cunnns Crafiineſs zobereby they lis in wait to de- 
& ceive,” while under the ſpæcious e ot 
Chriſtian Ordinances, they would Jead Men back 
again to the Obſervation .of Rites and Ceremonies 
long ace ROOIINEG by the Goſpel of Chriſt, Againſt 
ſuch Deceivers as theſe, the Apoſtle expreſy cau- 
tions the Be Rac, Gal. i. 5. Stand faſt therefore in 
the: Liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made you free, and 
be not enlangled gain Wh the Yoke of Bondage. 


As he cloſes his Sermon with his own 1 
tion of 1 Pet. iii. 20, 21, we ſhall alſo cloſe our 
Obſervations with the {following Interpretation of the 
ſame Text, taken from R. Yarclay's Apology, pag. 
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419, 420, 421, and ſhall leave to the Judgment of 
the Impartial Reader to determine, whether of thoſe 
Interpretations is more agreeable to the Nature of 
true Chriſtianity and the Doctrine of the Goſpel, 
« Fourthly, (faith Robert Barclay) That the One 
cc ee K is not a waſhing with Water, 
« appears from 1 Pet. iii. 21, The like Figure where- 
« unto, even Baptiſm, doth alſo now Jave us, (not the 
« pulling away of the Filth of the Fleſh, but the Au- 
e ſteer of a good Conſcience towards God) by the Reſur- 
„ rection of Jeſus Chriſt : So plain a Definition of 
& Baptiſm is not in all the Bible; and therefore, 
e ſeeing it is ſo plain, it may well be preferred to 
„ all the coined Definitions of the School-men, The 
& Apoſtle tells us, Firſt, Negatively, what it is not, 
& vis. Net a putting away of the Filth of the Fleſh ;, 
ce then ſurely it is not a //aſhing with Water, ſince 
ce that is ſo. Secondly, he tells us affirmatively what: 
< it is, Viz. The Anfever of a good Conſcience towards 
< God, by the Reſurreftion of Feſus Chriſt : Where 
ce he affirmatively defines it to be the Anſwer (or 
& Confeſſion, as the Syriack Verſion hath it) of a good 
& Conſcience, Now this Anſwer cannot be but where 
« the Spirit of God hath purified the Soul, and 
« the Fire of his Judgment hath burned up the Un- 
« righteous Nature: And thoſe in whom this Work: 
« js wrought, may be truly ſaid to be baptized with 
cc the Baptiſm of Chriſt, 1. E. of te Sir il and of 
c Fire. Whatever Way then we take this Definition 
ce of the Apoſtle, of Chris Baptiſm, it confirmeth 
ec our Sentence; for if we take the firſt or Negative 
« Part, viz. That it is not a pulling away of the Filth 
« of the Fleſh, then it will follow, that Water-Bap- 
c ſiiſin is not it 3 fince, as our Adverſaries will not 
ce deny, Mater. Baptiſm doth not always imply it, 
« neither is it any neceſſary Conſequence thereof. 
„ Moreover, the Apoltle in this Place doth ſeem 
6 eſpecially to guard againſt thoſe that might 
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eſteem Mater. Baptiſm the true Baptiſm of Chriſt, 
becauſe (leſt by the Compariſon induced by him 
in the preceding Verſe, betwixt che Souls that 
were faved in Noab's Ark, and us, that are now 
ſaved by Baptiſm ; leſt, I ſay, any ſhould have 
thence haſtily concluded, that becauſe the former 
were ſaved by Vater, this Place muſt needs be 
taken of Water-Baptiſin) to prevent ſuch a 
Miſtake, he plainly affirms, that it is not that, 
but another Thing, He faith not, that it is the 
Water, or the putting away of the Filth of the Fleſh, 
as accompanied with the Anſwer of a good Con- 


ſcience , wheresf the One, viz. Water, is the Sacra- 


mental Element, adminiſtred by the Miniſter; and 
the ol her, the Grace or Thing ſignified, conferred by 
Chri/t ; but plainly, That it is not the pulting 
away, Sc. Moreover Peter calls this here which 
ſaves, the 'AvrriTurey, the Antitype, or the Thing 
figured, wl-reas it is uſually tranſlated, as if the 
like Figure did now ſave ns; thereby inſinuating, 
that as they were ſaved by Water in the Ark, ſo 
are we now by W/ater-Baptiſm. But this Inter- 
pretation croſſeth his Senſe, he preſently after 
declaring the Contrary, as hath above been 
obſerved. And likewiſe it would contradict the 
Opinion of all our Oppoſers. For Proleſtauts 


deny it to be abſolutely neceſſary to Salvation: 


And tho* Papiſts ſay, Nene are ſaved without it; 
yet in this they admit an Exception, as of Mar- 
tyrs, Cc. and they will not ſay, that all that 
have it, are ſaved by Water-Baptijm ; which they 
ought to ſay, if they will underſtand by Baptiſin, 
(by which the Apoltle faith, we are ſaved, ) Ma- 
ter-Baptiſm, For ſeeing we are ſaved by this Bap- 
tiſm, as all thoſe that were in the Ark were ſaved 
by Water, it would then follow, that all thoſe 
that have this Bapliſm, are ſaved by it. Now 
this Conſequence would be falſe, if it were under- 
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« ſtood of Water-Bapliſm, becauſe many, by the 
« Confeſſion of all, are baptized with Water, that 
« are not ſaved : But this Conſequence holds moft 
ce true, if it be underſtood as we do, of the Baptiſm 
© of the Spirit; ſince none can have this Anſwer 
* of a good Conſcience, and abiding in it, not be 
„ ſaved by it.“ 


This Interpretation of Robert Barclay ſeems to vs 
plain and clear: Not like that of this Serinon- Wri— 
ter, when he tells us, pag. 28, that ** the Apoſtle 
<< doth diſtinguiſh between % AF of this Goſpel, 
« and feurative Baptliſin,” which unſcriptural and 
obicure Phraſes ſeem adaptcd to keep his Reader 
as IJguorant of his Meaning, as he himſelf is of the 
Subject he pretends to treat og, That the Fall, which 
ſeemeth unto us to be upon his Mind, may be re— 
moved, we exhort him with full Purpoſe of Heart 
to turn unto the Lord, and to the Inſhinings of the 
Light of Chriſt in himſelf, which only can enable 
him to diſtinguiſh aright between the Shadow and 
the Subſtance of Religion; between Ritual and Ex- 
ternal Ceremonies, and real and interna! Purity : 
Between Bedily Exerciſe which profiteth little, and 
the Worſhipping of God in Spirit and in Truth. For 
notwithſtanding he may have aſſumed to himſelf the 
- Office of Teaching others, yet he had need that One 
beach him again which be the firſs Principles of the 
Oracles of God, That he may ſtand open to the Re- 
ception of ſound Doctrine, it behoveth him to 
obſerve the Caution of the Apoſtle, Ro. xli. Not 10 


be wiſe in his own Conceit, nor to think of himſelf 


more highly than he ought to think, out to think ſoberly; 
and always to be mindtul that Gd H u the Proud, 
but giveth Grace uuilo the Humble, James iv. 0, 
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